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Most companies describe themselves using the
same phrases: Fast-paced. Collaborative. High-
impact. Supportive culture.

Those words aren’t wrong—but they’re incomplete.

👉In the next slides, we’ll share 7 ways to evaluate a
role when the language sounds familiar, so 
you can make decisions based on reality, not just
presentation.

WHY FAMILIAR LANGUAGE
ISN’T ENOUGH



When interviewers struggle to explain what success
looks like, it often signals unclear priorities
or shifting expectations.

Vague answers today can turn into frustration later
when performance is evaluated differently
than you expected.

Clarity now prevents confusion after you start.

PAY ATTENTION TO HOW
SUCCESS IS DEFINED
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Terms like “fast-paced” or “high-performing”
mean different things in different
environments.

Without concrete examples, candidates are left
guessing what daily work actually feels like.

When specifics are missing, risk increases.

ASK FOR
EXAMPLES, NOT
DESCRIPTIONS
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When questions about
workload, decision-making, or
boundaries are brushed off,
that avoidance itself is a signal.

Healthy teams answer directly
—even when the answer isn’t
perfect.

Silence speaks volumes.

WHAT IT
MEANS WHEN
QUESTIONS
ARE BRUSHED
OFF
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When different people describe the role or
culture in conflicting ways, it often reflects
deeper alignment issues.

Candidates frequently dismiss this as normal
variation.

Be careful - misalignment at the top shows up
everywhere.

LISTEN FOR
CONSISTENCY ACROSS
INTERVIEWERS
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Culture fit can sound positive, but when undefined, it
often masks unspoken rules or resistance to different
working styles.

Strong organizations talk about values and behaviors.

Fit should not mean conformity.

BE CAUTIOUS OF VAGUE
“CULTURE FIT” LANGUAGE
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When interviews feel rushed or one-sided,
candidates lose insight into how decisions
are made.

A lack of space for questions often reflects
how voices are treated internally.

Mutual evaluation matters.

EVALUATE THE
INTERVIEW AS A
TWO-WAY
CONVERSATION
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Urgency without context can limit thoughtful
decision-making.

It often prioritizes closing the role over long-
term fit—for both sides.

Pressure now can create regret later.

WATCH FOR
PRESSURE TO
DECIDE
QUICKLY
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